
First grade with Mrs. Poage  Mar 31, 2018

LITERACY 
WRITING: Students are enjoying writing All About books. 
The purpose of reading non-fiction is to learn new things and the 
purpose of writing non-fiction is to teach others. We explored all 
the features of non-fiction text in order to get ready to write our 
own: table of contents, index, picture glossary, maps, diagrams,  
heading, captions, and labels. We learned that everything an au-
thor puts in a book is important and we should read everything. 

Centers:  In  March we added “The Seuss  Center”  for  Read 
Across  America  month.  We  had  fun  with  Hop  on  Pop  and 
learned to draw the Cat in the Hat.

Readers Workshop: Visualization was the new strategy of the 

month. Open your eyes and visualize!. I read stories without show-

ing pictures while the student made mind pictures, they shared their 

ideas and then looked at the picture in the book to see if their visu-
alization matched the book. Students should always make mind pic-

tures as they read.  Visualization also helps with inferring!

Readers Theater: As students worked on different Dr. Seuss 

scripts for readers theater, they practiced reading with fluency and ex-
pression. Each group performed for the class. There were five different 
plays.

Word Wall- Please continue to have your child practice his/
her flashcards for automaticity.  As the year continues there will be 
more two-syllable words.  Please monitor your child for neatness on 
homework assignments if you notice they are messy!


Phonics: Bossy R- In addition to our world wall words, 
we have been focusing on r-controlled vowels: ar or er ir ur. 
While most students can hear and spell the ar and or, the 
other three are more difficult because the make the same 
sound.
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Math 
Amid all the snow days, we were 
finally able to complete Chapter 5 
and begin onto Chapter 6. Chap-
ter 6 will focus on 2 digit num-
bers, and place value. Chapter 6 
was the introduction to counting 
by 10’s and 1’s starting with any 
number and focusing on numbers 
up to 120. In Chapter 7, the students 
will begin to add and subtract 2 dig-
it numbers using the 100’s grid and 
compare numbers to determine 
greater than, less than and equal to 
using symbols (<,>, =). Additionally 
Students have been practicing 
counting coins by denomination and 
mixed groups of coins.   

Social Studies 
Students learned the difference be-
tween needs and wants and why 
people work. We read a lot of trade 
books include Yard Sale, Tight Times 
and Those Shoes, all about families 
who have to make choices when 
deciding how to spend their money. 
We talked about why people work 
and we delved into good and ser-
vices and sorted jobs into the two 
categories. Discuss with your child 
whether your job is a service, or 
provides goods as a home-school 
connection! 

Science 
 We began Unit 4 which is all about 
living things. We had a great assembly 
about Reptiles as a kick off to our 
unit. To begin, students need to un-
derstand what makes a living thing a 
living thing. We learned the criteria 
and then went on a hunt outside 
MKM. Living things: Need energy, 
grow and change, reproduce, and 
respond to the environment. To classi-
fy something as a living thing, they 
have to do ALL four!. We will continue 
to unit in April. 
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